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This doctoralproposalmain focus is linguistics.It willalso cover a great range ofother linguistics- 

related disciplines such as Applied Linguistics, Theoretical Linguistics, Psycholinguistics and 

Sociolinguistics.Itsforemostresearchtarget isthestudyofthecurrent bilingualtransitionaldevelopments in the 

southern region of Gjirokastra. Additionally, this study greatest emphasis is placed on the bilingual 

conductorbilingualcommunicationpracticesofthe inhabitantsoftheDropulimunicipality and beyond, a 

regioninhabitedmainlybytheGreekminority.Thispopulationforalongtime,evenduringthe50-yearof 

dictatorship, has preserved and inherited from generation to generation the Greek language as the first 

languageandlearnedtheAlbanianlanguageasthestandardorofficiallanguage.So,fromthebeginningof the 

establishment of the first settlements, we are dealing with a limited environment whose population 

inheritedandusedtwolanguagesatthesametime:GreekandAlbanian.ItisworthnotingthattheGreek 

languagespokenbytheminoritiesduringthedictatorialterritorialisolationwassignificantlydifferentfrom 
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The above proposed study will target mainly the new generation, children belonging to the 3-12 years 

age group. The latter also coincides with preschool and primary education. The main purpose of 

observing and studying the linguistic behavior of this age group is dedicated to the fact that they are 

more open and quickly embrace new technological developments and contemporary behavioral trends 

that impose the use of the English language up to such an extend of sporadically rejecting their first 

language (mother tongue). 

Thisthesisaimsatfulfillingthefollowingsetoutobjectives: 

 

1. To expose to the general view the existing linguistic reality of Dropull region and to identify 

cases of Anglophone influence on young and very young learners. 

2. To identify the main sources of supply of English bulk of words and expressions as well as the 

reasons for sucha quick and smooth embracing behavior displayed by the children of 3-12 years 

of age. 

themodernGreek,whichbearstestimonyoftheabove,aswellastheconservativetendenciesoftheminority 

speakers. Pursuant to the above introduction the novelty lies in the fact that English language having 

established itself as the language of technology, science, entertainment, media etc is having such an 

irreversibleeffectonallthewrittenandspokenlanguages,GreekandAlbaniancomprising. 

 

1. Backgroundofthestudy 
 

The identificationofinfluencing indicatorsintheacquisitionEnglishlanguageat suchanearlyagewillbe 

alsofollowedbytheidentificationoftheimpactonthelinguisticlevelsofanalysisandlinguisticschanges 

theymighthaveundergone.Moreover,thispaperwillhaveasitsobjectofstudytheacquisitionofthefirst 

andsecondlanguageaswellasthemainprevailingtheories.Ontheotherhand,it seekstodeterminethe 

changesinflictedinthelexical,morphologicalandsyntacticlinguisticlevelsaswellastopredictthefurther 

damagesthat existing languageswillsuffer inthe yearstocome.It isdeemedto beacomparative,analytical and 

statistical research. 

 

 

2. Rationalefor theResearch  

 

Itseemsclearthatinthisworldofours,theglobalizinginfluenceoftheEnglishlanguagehasaffectedall 

civilizations.Inthiscontext,thisdoctoralstudyfallingunderthelinguisticsandcommunicationfieldofstudy 

willfirstlyanalyze and determine allpossible ramificationsEnglish hasonprimaryand secondaryeducation 

childrenoftheGreekminority.Secondly,thefindingwillbecomparedwiththesamestudiescarriedout 

withthesameagegroupchildrenoftheAlbanianspeakingcommunityoftheGjirokastratown.Wewillhave 

toadmitthatthestudyweproposeandaimtocarryoutwillconstituteathoroughresearchfillinganempty 

spotinthelargeframeworkofsimilarstudiesalreadyputthroughbytheAlbanianlinguistsandlanguage 

purists.Thelatterhaveneverextendedtheirresearchincoveringminoritieslanguageconduct.. 

 

 

3. Objectivesand SignificanceoftheStudy 
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4. LiteratureReview 

Analysisofexistingliteratureonbilingualism,multilingualismandthefirstandsecondlanguageacquisition. 

Bilingualismandmultilingualismaredefinedasspecific-communitylinguisticbehaviornamelytheones 

identifiedasminorities.Inthelastdecade,intheregionofGjirokastraandbeyonditisnoticedagrowing 

welcomingandembracingtendencyoftheyounggenerationtowardsbilinguallanguageconductdrivenby the 

excessive technologicaluse. The studies have estimated a considerable number ofAlbanianpre-scholars 

andprimary-secondaryeducationchildrenbeingastonishinglyfluentinbothAlbanianandEnglish.Inthis 

frameworkwewilllaboriouslycommitourselvesinanalyzingthelanguage-relatedconductintheDropull 

region.Isthisthecaseofmultilingualismsocialgrouls? 

TheimpactoftechnologyintheacquisitionofEnglishlanguagebyminoritychildren. 

The rapid pace of social and technological change, especially after 90’, in the Republic of Albania has 

profoundlyimpacted the language use, requiring a reassessment ofthe actualstateofthe Albanian language 

andinourcaseGreeklanguageacquiredasafirstlanguagebytheGreekminorityofGjirokastraregion. 

 

5. Researchquestions 

Research question 1. What are the language preferences and what is the language attitude of the pre- 

scholars,primary/secondaryeducationchildrenoftheGreekminorityofDropull? 

Researchquestion2.TowhatextendhasEnglishimpactedthelanguageconductofthe3-12yearsagegroup children 

of theabove community? 

ResearchQuestion3.Towhatextenddotheabovefindingsmatchordifferentiatewiththesamelanguage 

behaviorofthenon-minoritycommunityofthesameregion? 

ResearchQuestion4.WhatistheeffectofthetechnologyinEnglishoverlappingandfurtherfusingboth 

GreekandAlbanianlanguageandtheemergenceoftechno-bilingualcommunities? 

Hypotheseswillbebuiltontheirbasis,assumingthatEnglishhasanirreversibleinfluenceinfirstandsecond 

language acquisition processes nurturing the emergence and establishments of bilingual societies or 

multilingual ones as the case of minorities. Furthermore, it will be speculated on the future of English 

depictedasthe“invading”languageofthetimesweareliving. 

 

6. METHODOLOGY 

ResearchDesign 

This study adopts a mixed methods approach to comprehensively explore the impact of English in the 

emergenceofbilingualandmultilingualcommunities.Thequantitativecomponentwillincludethecollection 

3. To analyze the possible connection that might exist between the use of technology and the 

globalizing tendencies of the English language 

4. Todeterminethelinguisticfieldsaffectedbythis floodofEnglish. 

5. To determine the current linguistic reality in which the new generation born and raised in this 

Greek minority environment of Dropull region, widely accepted as bilingual communities from 

the beginning, finds itself. 

6. Torecommendpossiblemeansofimpactminimizing. 
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andanalysisofnumericaldatatoidentifyEnglishlanguageoverlappingorinfusion,whilethequalitative 

component willfocus infurtheringknowledgeonpossiblechangesaffecting language levelsofanalysisand 

hypothesizingonthefuturestateofbothGreekandAlbanian. 

Datacollectionmethods 

• Observations:Datacollectingwillberealizedthroughpertinentobservationsofchildrenlanguage 

behaviorinschoolandplaygroundenvironments. 

• Surveys:Quantitativedatawillbecollectedthroughstructuredsurveyscarriedoutwithadiverse 

sampleofeducatorsand children. 

• Interviews:Qualitativedatawillbecollectedthroughsemi-structuredinterviewswitheducators, 

parents and children. 

• Casestudies:Aseriesofcasestudieswillbecarriedoutindifferenteducationalsettingstoexamine 

studentsinclinationinadaptingtheirlanguageconducttowhatisregardedasthisandnextgeneration 

linguistic trend. 

• Dataanalysisprocedures 

• Quantitativedataanalysis:Statisticalsoftwarewillbeusedtoanalyzethesurveydata,usingdescriptiveand 

inferentialstatisticstoidentifytrends,patternsandrelationships. 

• Qualitativedataanalysis:interviewsandcasestudieswillbetranscribedandanalyzedusingthematic 

analysistoidentifykeythemes, conceptsandnarratives. 

• Integration of findings:Findingsfromquantitativeandqualitativeanalyzeswill beintegrated todraw 

comprehensiveconclusionsabouttheobjectivesofthestudy. 

 

7. Expectedresults 

 

Since 1991 (which coincides with the demise of the communist regime and opening of the borders) 

Albaniansocietysuffered a linguistic flood. SuchanEnglish invasionofthe Albanian language is quite 

noticeable and discernable. It was simply triggered by the inundation of the Western technology and 

migration. On the other hand this unexpected new reality caught our linguists and language purist on 

surprise which enabled the entrance of English words and expressions freely in our everyday lexicon. 

Recently, linguists as well as young researchers have switched their attention mainly to the 

syntactic, grammatical and syntactic analysis of today's Albanian language, as well as the ever- 

increasing tendencies of linguistic bilingualism, mainly in the ages of 3-12 years. 

To these days, the minorities and their language use has been overlooked since they have already been 

bilingual. What if these bilingual communities have undergone the same language transformational 

stages and run the risk ofbeing transformed into multilingualrealities or realities where one ofthe two 

existing languages is in danger of falling into disuse. 

• Thisthesis itselfwillfurthercomplement the frameworkofstudies inthe fieldoflinguisticsasa whole 

and bilingualism as a linguistic behavior of a certain community in particular. 

•  On the other hand, it willprove the impact English language has had and continues to have on 

all linguistic realities, proving itself as a superstrata language. 

• Comparatively, this research will decisively establish the extent to which English has 

affectedthe above languages. 
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8. Strategiestoreducerisk: 

• Increasediversityandsamplesizethroughbroaderrecruitmentstrategies. 

• Continuousmonitoringofemergingtechnologiesandsocietaltrendstoensureresearchremainsrelevant. 

• Usingmultiplemethodsofdata analysistominimizesubjectivity intheinterpretationofqualitativedata. 

• Engagingwitheducatorsandpolicymakersearlyintheresearchprocesstounderstandpotentialresistances 

andworkonstrategiestoovercomethem. 

Thisdetailedelaborationoftheexpectedresultsand discussionshouldprovideacomprehensiveoverviewof the 

anticipated researchresults and the challengestheymay face, along withstrategies for addressing them. 
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Thesteeringgroupproposingtheproject 

Prof.Assoc.TAÇIJoana 
 

University"EqremÇABEJ"Gjirokastër UniversityofWesternMacedonia 
 

Moreover, it will be a valuable source of information in the hands of linguists and young researchers 

interested in the above. 
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Thisdoctoralthesismainfocusislinguisticsbutitwillalsocoveragreatrangeofotherlinguistics-related 

disciplinessuchasAppliedLinguistics,TheoreticalLinguistics,PsycholinguisticsandSociolinguistics.Its 

foremost researchtarget isthe studyofthe current bilingualtransitionaldevelopments inthe southernregion 

ofGjirokastra. Additionally, the paper greatest emphasis is placed on the bilingual conduct or bilingual 

communication practices of the inhabitants of the Dropuli municipality and beyond, a region inhabited 

mainlybytheGreekminority.Thispopulationforalongtime,evenduringthe50-yeardictatorialperiod,has 

preservedandinheritedfromgenerationtogenerationtheGreeklanguageasthefirst languageandlearned 

theAlbanianlanguageasthestandardorofficiallanguage.So,fromthebeginningoftheestablishmentofthe first 

settlements, we are dealing with a limited environment whose population inherited and used two 

languagesatthesametime:GreekandAlbanian.ItisworthnotingthattheGreeklanguagespokenbythe 

minoritiesduringthedictatorialterritorialisolationwassignificantlydifferentfromthemodernGreek,which 

bearstestimonyoftheabove,aswellasthepreservationisttendenciesoftheminorityspeakers. 

 
 

 

Ethnic Bilingualism in the Southern Greek minority Region under the Globalizing Influence of 

the English Language 
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